Anna Carll — American Abstract Artist
Biography
Anna Carll was born in 1960, the youngest child of a large German-American family with five other siblings. Raised in Sarasota, FL, Carll’s early influences were imprinted in a tropical and urban setting. In 1984, Carll received her BA from the University of Florida, after which she relocated to Atlanta, GA, where she lived and worked for 16 years. In 1995 Carll embraced and pursued a fine art discipline and spent 12 years honing her craft in the North Georgia Mountains under the influence of the beautiful Appalachians in the Blue Ridge area. Carll now makes her home in Chattanooga, TN. 
Carll began her career as an illustrator and graphic designer, with a strong background in art history. During her career as a designer in Atlanta, Carll freelanced with the Trousdell Design Studio on the Bally’s Casino Hotel’s account and her independent clients included: Coca-Cola, Georgia Pacific, Canada Life Insurance and Southwire. In 1992, Carll began private study with the late painter Ouida Canaday who founded the Atlanta Piedmont Arts Festival along with the Atlanta artist, Joe Perrin who was the Dean of the Fine Arts College @ the University of Georgia in downtown Atlanta. In 1999, Carll quit the graphic design industry to become a full-time painter. From that point onward she evolved as a self-taught artist. Carll’s main influences are Picasso, Matisse, Richard Diebenkorn & Mark Bradford.
Carll began her painting career with very colorful figurative work which slowly evolved into non-representational abstract work that is based on the concept of urban expansion & erosion. 
Carll’s first gallery representation began in 1997 with Bender Fine Art Gallery in Atlanta and is now represented by six galleries in the United States. Carll’s work is collected by a diverse group of private collectors and corporations in the United States, South America, Europe and Asia.

THE URBAN SERIES
Carll’s abstract work is based on the concept of urban erosion and explores the cycle of city life alongside nature. It is the observation of constant urban expansion that creates a push/pull of reconstruction within that natural cycle that moves Carll. Civilizations are built on top of each other creating a rich history of efforts to exist within this construct producing a process that requires constant maintenance to survive. 
The Urban Series examines all aspects of this concept through intense color with a birds-eye view and are built layer-by-layer as an examination of this conflict. Carll often uses discarded paintings and collage material on canvas or paper—re-purposing and creating new life out of past work. A careful study of structure along with attention paid to negative space completes Carll’s creative method. Carll combines painting, collage and mixed media within a multi-disciplined art practice using her own vocabulary to create powerful visuals that embody her unique vision of the world. 
Abstract Collages and Paintings
“As I quietly paint, I have both decisive moments and an earnest, listening eye. In the midst of this what occurs is chaos, serendipity, intuitive associations, nuance and reduction. Working with abstraction allows me to explore the boundaries between positive and negative space while combining unusual textures and different media. For much of my work, I begin the artistic process in Photoshop creating sketches derived from parts of previous work where I play with compositions and color. Initially, each piece is laid flat while I add and subtract subtle and intense color, as well as, exploring various types of heavy texture that enhance the interaction of paint, inks or collage material. Once color and chaos are achieved across the surface, the pieces then go up on my painting wall where I begin the reduction process. Through this method, I gradually build multiple layers that begin to form the foundation of the urban collages, urban grids, urban botanicals or character botanicals. 
I am fascinated with the push/pull of creating civilizations and nature taking them back. The urban collages begin with an intuitive combination of handmade papers, recycled calendars & periodicals, and designs created in Photoshop that are printed on acid free paper. For the grid paintings I begin by taping off the areas of the surface that interest me to begin the formation of urban streets as I build the composition between positive and negative space. The urban botanicals focus more on the relationship between natures relentless botanical growth in the nooks and crannies of urban architecture. The character botanicals explore eroded botanicals shapes seen through the window of letter forms that make a hidden word. 
The making of these paintings & collages is as much a physical experience as an emotional one. I embrace and process the nuances of this work and use the outcome as a vehicle to communicate a narrative about humanity in flux with the natural world that exists outside of language.” 
~Anna Carll

Curriculum Vitae
Painter at Large
Juried Exhibitions
2021	ARTFIELDS — TRAX Visual Art Center, Lake City, NC (large weaving)
2019	AVA Juried Members Show, Chattanooga, TN (abstract work)
2019	Locals Only Show, WORKSPACE, Chattanooga, TN (abstract work)
2016	AVA Juried Members Show, Chattanooga, TN (weavings)
2013	AVA Juried Members Show, Chattanooga, TN (abstract work)
2012	Positive/Negative 27, Slocumb Galleries, East Tennessee State University (abstract work)
1998	Numinous, Bender Fine Art, Atlanta, GA
1995	Artists’ Atelier of Atlanta
1995	Trinity Arts Group, Atlanta, GA
1994	Soapstone Center for the Arts, Atlanta GA
1994	Artists’ Atelier of Atlanta

Solo Exhibitions
2019	What Remains; an exploration of the Erosion Series, Creative Arts Guild — Gallery 111, Dalton, GA
2007	Linear Rhythm, Bryant Galleries, New Orleans, LA
2005	Beaver Creek Fine Art, Beaver Creek, CO
2003	Bryant Galleries, New Orleans, LA
2001	Music for the Eye’s, Bender Fine Art / SoBo Loft’s, Atlanta, GA
1999	Mosaic, Bender Fine Art, Atlanta, GA
 
Group Exhibitions
2018	Tempus Gallery — MAINX24, Chattanooga, TN
2018	Tempus Gallery — Chattanooga Gallery Hop, Chattanooga, TN
2017	Spring Fever X2 — Anna Carll & Paul Fontana, Area 61 Gallery, Chattanooga, TN
2016	Abstract / 3 Views, Area 61 Gallery, Chattanooga, TN
2007	River Gallery, Chattanooga, TN
1997	Bender Fine Art, Atlanta, GA
1996	Bender Fine Art, Atlanta, GA
1995   Artists’ Atelier of Atlanta
 
Collections 
The Kinley Tribute Portfolio Hotel Collection, Chattanooga, TN
The Edwin Hotel Autograph Collection, Chattanooga, TN
Raymond James, Nashville, TN
Erlanger Health Systems — Medical Mall, Chattanooga, TN
Capital Watch Incorporated, Atlanta, GA 
CMH Space Flooring, Atlanta, GA 
Jova Daniel’s Busby, Atlanta, GA 
 
Publications
2021 ArtFolio 2022, Third Annual Edition 
2019   Studio Visit Magazine—Volume 43—June Issue 
2018   Nashville Arts Magazine—Feature article about the Erosion Series—May Issue
2016   The Pulse—State of the Arts 2016—August Issue
2015   ArtGalleries&ArtistsoftheSouth, vol. 12, issue 1
2013   Studio Visit, vol. 21 (abstract work as Marie Lauer)
2012   New American Paintings 100, (abstract work as Marie Lauer)
2011   Studio Visit, vol. 14 (abstract work as Marie Lauer)
2002   Mountain Life Magazine, Oct./Nov. Issue (figurative work)
2001   Museums & Galleries, May/June Issue (figurative work)
2001   Vail Art Magazine, Summer Issue (figurative work)
1999   Museums & Galleries, Sept./Oct. Issue (figurative work)
 
Awards & Public Projects
2021 ArtsBuild Artist Work Grant — 2CREATE Team (with colleague Claire Vassort) — 3D Mobile Public art installation: Give Way to the Wind (installed August of 2022)
2020 Community Art Engagement Grant — Art4Libraries Project by the 2CREATE Team (with colleague Claire Vassort) partnered with the Cherokee Regional Library System — funded by the Georgia Council for the Arts & the Lyndhurst Foundation
2020 Selected as a Team member of 2CREATE (with colleague Claire Vassort) for Chattanooga’s City Creators Program as a Creative Strategist for community engagement through the arts
2018 Artspark — River City Company, Chattanooga, TN
2017   Public Art Chattanooga — Oak Hills Bus Shelter Image Usage, Chattanooga, TN
2016   Erlanger Health Systems Corporate Collection — Valet Parking Lobby Artwork Proposal
2016   Art team — Wayne White’s Wayne-O-Rama Chattanooga History Fun House Museum
2015   Meg Saligman — MLK District Mural Project Team, Public Art Chattanooga + Lyndhurst & Benwood Foundation Grants, Chattanooga, TN
2014   Open Spaces Project — River City Company, Chattanooga, TN
2013   MakeWork Grant—through local artist Kevin Bate, McCallie Walls Mural Project, Chattanooga, TN
 
Education
1984  BA, College of Fine Art, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL
 
Memberships
AVA: Association for Visual Arts, Chattanooga, TN
Book Arts @ The Open Press, Chattanooga, TN
Chattanooga Visual Artists
Hunter Museum of American Art, Chattanooga, TN
University of Florida Alumnus
